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The 2019 Silver Feather 
recipient is Allen Karnatz 

of New Haven. Al has been 
employed for 25 years by the 
Vermont Land Trust and is 
the Land Trust’s Champlain 
Valley Farm Director. He has 
completed 285 conservation 
projects on 174 farms, assur-
ing the protection in perpe-
tuity of over 56,000 acres of 
productive Champlain Valley 
farmland.

Al’s interest in conservation 
carried him into a variety of 
productive community activi-
ties. He has served on the Act 
250 District Environmental 
Commission, was a delegate to the Addison 
County Regional Planning Commission, and 
chaired the New Haven Planning Commission 
for many years. He is currently on the New 
Haven Conservation Commission. Prior to his 
work with the Vermont Land Trust he worked 

for the Vermont Agency of Agriculture and the 
Dairy Herd Improvement Association.  

Otter Creek Audubon Society’s board 
of directors is very pleased to salute Al’s 
remarkable three decades of work protecting 
Champlain Valley farmland.

2019 Silver Feather to Allen Karnatz
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Bridget Butler, “The Bird Diva,” 
on Fall Migration of Birds

Bridget Butler was the featured speaker 
at the 2019 OCAS Annual Dinner and 

Meeting. Bridget, a naturalist and conservation 
outreach specialist from St. Albans, Vermont, 
gave her “Time to Fly” presentation about the 
fall migration of birds as they move across 
Vermont. She is the founder and owner of 
Bird Diva Consulting, a conservation out-
reach and consulting business focused on con-
necting people with birds and their habitats. 
Bridget has 25 years of experience as a natural-
ist, speaker, birder and conservation outreach 
specialist, and has worked for the Audubon 
Society in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Maine and Vermont. 

“Fall is a magical time of year, not only 
because of the shifting dance of color across 

Allen Karnatz receives the 2019 Silver Feather from Craig Zondag   photo 

by Gary Starr

Hurd Grassland Changes Hands

Gale Hurd has been a long-time supporter 
of Otter Creek Audubon. Among other 

supporting activities she has made the 55-acre 
grassland adjacent to her home beside Route 
23 in Weybridge accessible to the public for 
walking, birdwatching, skiing, dog-walking 
or contemplating nature. Gale received the 
OCAS’ Silver Feather in 2008 for her whole-
hearted commitment to wildlife conservation 
in Addison County, commitment that contin-
ues to grow year by year.

In April 2009 Gale, OCAS and MALT for-
malized a series of naturalist-led monthly bird 
and wildlife walks at Otter View Park and the 
Hurd Grassland. The two properties are less 
than a mile apart and offer a range of habitats 
from cattail marshland to shrubland and grass-
land. 729 people have attended those walks 
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Carbon Reduction: Only Part of the Story
Editorial by  

Warren King

The science that informs climate change is in constant flux. Hundreds of climate scientists 
worldwide contribute to the base of knowledge. Our perspective of what constitutes a produc-

tive solution to a climate change problem needs to be open to change.
Two recent articles by Bill McKibben in The New Yorker online magazine have emphasized the 

importance of continually questioning what we might consider positive responses to the threats 
of climate change. They each focus on carbon emissions and assumptions we’ve made hoping we 
are on the right track. One article questions the notion that natural gas is a “cleaner fossil fuel”, 
and the other one concerns carbon sequestration in trees replanted to replace others burned as 
wood pellets.

Although the U.S. has reduced emissions of carbon dioxide over the last 20 years, greenhouse 
gas emissions have been climbing anyhow.  This is partially the result of failing to account for emis-
sions of methane, a less common but far more potent greenhouse gas. Methane emissions have 
increased sharply due to fracking to produce natural gas. The methane lies underground and is 
released into the air when fracking takes place. Emphasis on use of natural gas as a “cleaner fossil 
fuel” hasn’t taken this release of methane into account. Total fossil fuel use in the U.S., including 
carbon dioxide and methane, declined somewhat until 2008, but has stayed constant since 2008. 
Therefore, total fossil fuel use has not declined.

A second misconception about carbon emissions deals with the use of wood pellets for heat 
and the assumption that as trees grow to replace the trees that were turned into pellets, they store 
as much carbon as was released when the pellets were burned. What has not been taken into 
account is the length of time it will take for the fuel wood trees to regrow. In the eastern U.S., forest 
regrowth, to the extent that it replaces forest clearance for pellets, will take anywhere from 44 to 
100 years. But according to the most recent International Panel on Climate Change reports, we no 
longer have 44 years to recapture the carbon. Leaving those trees to continue to grow would, in 
fact, have sequestered far more carbon than cutting the trees and then replanting.  Furthermore, 
as trees age, carbon sequestration not only continues, it continues at an increasing rate. 

The evidence strengthens the view that solar panels and wind turbines, in spite of any short-
comings, are the fastest, most effective and least destructive ways to reduce greenhouse gas 
generation.
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V I E W P O I N T

the landscape but because of the 
fantastical movement of birds 
that is happening around us,“ 
said Butler. From the tiniest 
songbirds to the most power-
ful raptor, birds are undergoing 
a phenomenal journey as they 
embark on a biannual flight to 
prepare for the winter months. 

Butler used snippets of fall 
sounds in her presentation as 
well as stunning photographs 
from local photographers to 
tease apart the magic of migra-
tion. From the challenge of 
identifying fall warblers, to 
watching the aerial acrobatics 
of migrating raptors, there was 
plenty of inspiration to keep the 

most ardent birder engaged through the 
change of seasons. Her striking ability to 
draw humor from any situation leavened 
her presentation.

The Bird Diva encouraged the audience 
to “be bold for birds” as we face challenges 
to our climate and to the Vermont land-
scape we love. With the recent release of 
two dire reports about the status of birds 
in North America, Butler left us with a 
handful of ways to pay it forward for birds 
and make a difference in your backyard 
and beyond. She said, “While we’re all 
fatigued by the doom and gloom news, 
I am confident that as Vermonters we’ll 
keep our landscape healthy and intact for 
the birds we love and the people who love 
them.”

Bridget Butler, “The Bird Diva”   Photo by Gary Starr

The Bird Diva 
continued from page 6
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Book Review

Identifying Ferns 
the Easy Way: 
A Pocket Guide to Common 
Ferns of the Northeast

by Lynn Levine
Heartwood Press 
Ithaca and London, 61 pp., $16.95 

Review by 
Peg Goldman

My last birding trip to Mount Independence had been 
with my dear friend and colleague, educator, and self-

taught ornithologist Becky Bosley, who spotted a Bay-breasted 

Warbler by Lake Champlain and added it to her bird life list. 
Becky succumbed to breast cancer on January 3, 2017.

When I read the invitation to attend a fern identification 
workshop and hike by Lynn Levine, I decided to revisit Mount 
Independence. Lynn led a great workshop and hike, using her 
pocket guide Identifying Ferns the Easy Way to demonstrate 
identifying ferns by morphological groupings. She divides them 
into no-cut, once-cut, twice-cut, thrice-cut and unique (as in 
maidenhair fern) groups. As an example, ferns in three parts 
includes bracken fern, cut-leaf grape-fern, oak fern and rattle-
snake fern. User-friendly language and twenty-eight carefully 
drawn illustrations by Briony Morrow-Cribbs further enhance 
the identification process.

I feel more confident identifying ferns with Lynn Levine’s 
Identifying Ferns the Easy Way in my pocket. Her next adven-
ture is to describe the flowers of our native trees. It was a real 
pleasure reading through and studying the illustrations of A 
Pocket Guide to Common Ferns of the Northeast.

the Easy Way: 
A Pocket Guide to Common 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), an insect native to eastern Asia, 
entered North America via Detroit, where it was discovered in 

2002. It had been around for perhaps a decade before its small but 
distinctive D-shaped hole in an ash tree caught the eye of forestry 
scientists. By the end of that same year it had killed seven million 
ash trees in Michigan.

There are 16 ash species in North America. EAB likes them 
all. Five have already been listed as critically endangered by the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature; one more is 
listed as endangered. All 16 are likely to disappear, including the 
three ash species native to Vermont; green, black and white.

Losing ash trees will have a major impact on our landscape, our 
lives and the lives of other species.  Ash wood is good firewood since 
it is easy to split and burns long and hot.  It is also used for a variety 
of items like tool handles and baseball bats.  One hundred species 
of insects and other invertebrates are known to feed on ash trees.  
Many of these invertebrates are important food for songbirds. The 
loss of ash trees will have significant impact up the food chain.

Last century, American chestnut and American elm went through 
near extinction events. A small percentage of them showed resis-
tance to their respective blights,  percent of ash trees may show some 
resistance to EAB, but growing resistant ash seedlings for people to 
plant is years, perhaps decades, off.

EAB was found in Vermont in 2018 and in Addison County in 
2019, when an ash tree with a tiny D-shaped hole was discovered in 
Bristol. Left to their own devices, emerald ash borers can travel about 
a mile a year, but people moving firewood have assisted in moving 
them all too effectively. Vermont towns with confirmed EABs include 
Highgate, Derby, Milton, Montpelier, East Montpelier, Groton, 
Plainfield, Barre, Orange, Bristol, Stamford, and, most recently, 
Londonderry. Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

An Emerald You Don’t Want

is keeping track 
of confirmed 
towns. For the 
most recent report, 
go to VT EAB Update on 
the internet. The map at VT 

of confirmed 
towns. For the 
most recent report, 
go to VT EAB Update on 
the internet. The map at VT 
EAB Update shows red circles covering locations within five 
miles of a confirmed record, and larger yellow circles that show 
high risk areas an additional five miles beyond the red circles.

Infestation by EAB poses a problem for landowners, especial-
ly where ash trees lean over houses or other structures. When 
they die they dry unpredictably and becomes brittle and struc-
turally unsound. The safest time to cut them is when they are 
alive. Dead ash should be cut by an arborist. An alternative is to 
have an arborist treat healthy ash chemically every one or two 
years, but the price of treatment adds up over the years. Some 
towns in Addison County, including Middlebury, are develop-
ing plans for dealing with ash trees in urban and suburban areas 
and planning for replacement trees. 

Emerald Ash Borer infestations have attracted Red-breasted 
Nuthatches and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, but since up to 
60,000 Emerald Ash Borers can be working in one tree, nut-
hatches and woodpeckers are not having a significant impact 
on this invasive’s population.

Emerald Ash 
Borer compared 
to a penny.
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Hurd Grassland 
continued from page 1

cont. on page 5

on Hurd Grassland over a ten-year span. With 
grassland birds increasingly at risk in Vermont, 
OCAS has helped Gale manage the property to 
encourage its small population of Bobolinks, 
Eastern Meadowlarks and Savannah Sparrows.  
Gale and OCAS have also managed a portion 
of the land as shrubland .  This area has recent-
ly attracted Blue-winged and Golden-winged 
Warblers, species also now at risk.

On November 1 Gale took one step further. 
She turned ownership of the Grassland over to 
OCAS in perpetuity to protect its scenic wildlife 
habitat and public access values, and gave a conservation ease-
ment to MALT. MALT will manage the grassland according to 
OCAS’ recommendations and will confirm that OCAS’ use of the 
land remains in accord with Gale’s vision for the Hurd Grassland:

“The Hurd Grassland, as it has become known, is 
made up of grassland, brushland and wooded hedge-
rows. As one of the entry vistas to Weybridge, it reflects 
the agricultural and natural landscape that is valued 
by its residents as highlighted in the Town Plan. The 
formal conservation of the 55.33 acres of the Grassland 
reflects my love of birds, dedication to the preservation 
of wildlife corridors and the enhancement of natural 
habitats for the purpose of protecting and encour-
aging native bird, animal, and plant species. I am 

also an enthusiastic supporter of educational outreach 
and am pleased that the Hurd Grassland habitat and 
trails welcome everyone, from novice birdwatchers to 
expert naturalists and those who just want to enjoy the 
outdoors.”

OCAS thanks Gale for her confidence in our commitment to 
protecting the multiple values inherent in the grassland. We thank 
Jamie Montague of MALT, lawyer Eben Punderson and neighbor 
Bill Roper, who helped pull the mass of paperwork together to 
make the transaction legal. We look forward to collaborating 
closely with MALT to carry out Gale’s vision. A ribbon-cutting 
will take place on Saturday, January 25, 2020 from 10 to 11:30 am 
at the Hurd Grassland.

Thank you, Gale.

Gale Hurd, OCAS’ Ron Payne and MALT”s Jamie Montague proclaiming the Hurd Grassland 
“Conserved Forever”   Photo by MALT

OCAS is pleased to announce our annual $800 scholarship to 
the renowned Hog Island Audubon Camp, available to an 

Addison County educator or teen. Located off the scenic coast of 
Maine, the camp is run by the National Audubon Society and the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Every summer they offer sessions 
for adults and teens, each lasting about 5 days. The spectacular 
surroundings and excellent instructors offer a truly enriching 
experience! 

Educators can apply for the session entitled “Sharing Nature: 
an Educator’s Week.” (https://hogisland.audubon.org/sharing-
nature-educator-s-week)

This unique week is especially designed for educators com-
mitted to engaging their students with nature. Previous OCAS 
scholarship winners can attest to the inspiring instruction and 
variety of experiences that the week provides. 

Total cost for this program is about $1145. The participant 
would be responsible for the remaining $345.

For a teen (age 14-17) who is especially keen on birding, the 
session to apply for is the “Coastal Maine Bird Studies for Teens.” 
(https://hogisland.audubon.org/bird-studies-teens). Total cost 
for this program is $1395. The participant would be responsible 
for the remaining $595. The lead instructor next summer is Scott 
Weidensaul.

For a short, online application, contact Carol at cgramsmac@
mac.com. The application is due December 31, 2019. The 
scholarship recipient will be notified by January 7, 2020. Also, 
applicants should plan to share their experiences through either 
a presentation to the OCAS board, or an article in the Addison 
Independent or the OCAS newsletter, or in some other public 
way. Please include pictures, so that the audience can have a good 
sense of the Hog Island week.

Hog Island Audubon Camp… 
Summer 2020!

2019 OCAS scholarship recipient Andrea Way and colleagues at Audubon 
Hog Island camp session for teachers on the Maine coast.    

Photo courtesy of Andrea Way
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September 2019 – January 2020
OCAS Calendar of Events

Songbirds 
continued from page 6

Hog Island 
continued from page 4

Marsh, Meadow and Grassland  
wildlife walks 

A monthly joint OCAS-MALT event. We invite community 
members to help survey birds and other wildlife at Otter 
View Park and Hurd Grassland. Meet at Otter View Park 
parking area, Weybridge Street and Pulp Mill Bridge Road, 
Middlebury. Shorter and longer routes possible. Beginning 
birders are welcome. Come for all or part of the walk. For 
information call 388-1007 or 388-6019.

saturday, deceMber 14, 8-10 aM

saturday, January 11, 8-10 aM

saturday, february 8, 8-10 aM

saturday, March 14, 8-10 aM

addison county christMas bird counts

saturday, deceMber 14  ferrisburGh christMas bird  
 count. Call Mike Winslow at  
 877-6586 for details.

sunday, deceMber 15  Middlebury christMas bird  
 count. Call Jim or Kris Andrews  
 at 352-4734 for details.

saturday, January 4  hinesburG christMas bird count.  
 Call Paul Wieczorek at  
 434-4216 for details.

saturday, January 4  Mt. abe christMas bird count.  
 Call Randy or Cathy Durand at 
453-4370 for details. Since its inception this count has taken 
place on the first Saturday of the CBC envelope. It is moving 
to January 4 experimentally to increase turnout.

wednesday, January 1 first day bird hike. New Year’s  
 Day birding trips are a tradition 
held by many birdwatchers as they begin to fill their annual 
bird lists. This year we invite you to join us as we combine 
that tradition with the fairly new tradition of First Day Hikes 
held at State Parks across the country. Meet us at Button Bay 
State Park in Ferrisburgh at 9 am on January 1 to walk the 
trails in search of overwintering birds.

saturday, January 25 hurd Grassland ribbon-cuttinG  
 (see related article)

ing to the radar numbers. Non-native species long established in 
North America were not left out of the study. European Starlings 
and House Sparrows accounted for 15 percent of the decline.

Significant declines occurred in all forest biome species and in 
74 percent of grassland species including Eastern Meadowlarks 
and Bobolinks. Wetland bird numbers gained 13 percent, includ-
ing a 56 percent gain in waterfowl populations. Waterfowl 
increased as the result of major financial and management contri-
butions by hunters and government sources. Increases in water-
fowl and in raptors post-DDT give hope that declines in other 
groups can be reversed, although clearly not without substantial 
investments of funds and management.

Press coverage of the release of this publication was overly 
dramatic according to some scientists who questioned calling 
the decline a “crisis” and referring to the losses as a “potential 
collapse” of bird populations. A question that will persist is the 
extent to which scientists and bird conservation groups involved 
in the study may have sacrificed long-term credibility in favor of 
a big publicity splash.

eleventh annual  
cabin fever lecture series

(Second Thursdays in January, February and March)
Downstairs meeting room at Ilsley Library 

75 Main Street, Middlebury

thursday, January 9, 7 pM. the search for lonG-eared owls 
in addison county presented by Ron Payne, President, Otter 
Creek Audubon

thursday, february 13, 7 pM. plants for birds presented by 
Gwendolyn Causer, Audubon Vermont teacher/naturalist and 
Communications Manager 

thursday, March 12, 7 pM. World traveling bird enthusiast 
Hank Kaestner will present “why Ghana?” This seldom-
visited West African nation is rich in history, culture and, of 
course, birds, many of which are range-restricted to Western 
Africa.

Additional scholarships to both sessions may be available 
from National Audubon Society. Applications for these scholar-
ships must be submitted by January 15, 2020. (Refer to https://
hogisland.audubon.org/programs/scholarships for details and an 
application.)

Please refer to the Hog Island website at https://hogisland.
audubon.org for beautiful pictures and more details about the 
camp programs. Most importantly, we urge OCAS members to 
share this scholarship information with any students or educators 
passionate about birds and the natural world. It is a unique and 
inspiring opportunity!
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Where Have All the Songbirds Gone?

A report in the prominent biological journal Science 
dated September 19, 2019 announced the analysis of 

48 years of bird abundance data across North America. 
Evidence from multiple sources points to a decline of 
2.9 billion birds of 529 North American species between 
1970 and 2017. Eleven researchers from six well-known 
bird conservation organizations, led by Ken Rosenberg 
of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the American Bird 
Conservancy, assembled data assessed from multiple 
long-term programs on North American birds. Ninety 
percent of these were in 12 families, including sparrows, 
warblers, finches and swallows. In all, 303 of the 529 spe-
cies declined. Migratory species, 419 in number, account-
ed for 86 percent of the loss. Native year-round resident 
species showed a slight increase. Shorebirds declined 37 
percent, continuing losses that predate 1970.

Among the contributions to the analysis were citizen 
science programs like the Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
and the North American Breeding Bird Survey, as well as 
a network of 143 weather radar stations, which provided 
data from a 10-year period. Radar data showed consistent 
declines of migrant numbers in the eastern U.S., but not 
the Central or Western flyways, providing agreement 
of number trends with other sources. Spring migration 
numbers declined by 14 percent in the last decade accord-

cont. on page 5


