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n overflow audience at the Waybury Inn
applauded David Sausville, who received
Otter Creek Audubon’s Silver Feather at the
OCAS annual dinner on 11 November. Sixteen
Addison County residents have received the
Silver Feather since OCAS established the
award in 1996 to honor “notable devotion,
dedication and untiring effort on behalf of
the preservation and enjoyment of the natural
communities of Addison County,”
David, a native Vermonter and a wildlife
biologist for the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department since 2000, manages 16 Fish
and Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) in
the Champlain Valley, including Dead Creek
WMA, where Dead Creek Wildlife Day has
taken place on the first Saturday in October
for nine years. David proposed the idea of
an annual wildlife festival in 2000, and representatives of OCAS, Ducks Unlimited, the
Vermont Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs,
Addison County Chamber of Commerce and
the Vermont Department of Forest, Parks and
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Recreation formed an organizing committee.
Depending on the weather, the event attracts
between 400 and 700 people. The Vermont
Chamber of Commerce recognizes it as one of
the top ten autumn events in the state.
David is a hard worker who manages to
balance the demands of a large constituency
of hunters, trappers, fishermen, birdwatchers, wildlife viewers, hikers and boaters with a
busy family life. He and his wife Lisa, a former
OCAS board member and executive director
of Vermont Coverts, a group that promotes
land management to benefit wildlife, live in
Addison with their three children, a black
Labrador Retriever and a rabbit.
Guest speaker Mark LaBarr, conservation
biologist with Audubon Vermont, gave an
illustrated whirlwind tour of bird research
visits to Dominica, Mexico and his favorite
location, the Lake Champlain islands, where
he has worked to restore the Lake Champlain
Common Tern population for 23 years.
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Bridge Building
Editorial by
Warren King

V iewpoint

B

ridge building is a headline
event in Addison County
these days. The new bridge in
Middlebury was just opened with
great fanfare (does it have a name
other than “the new bridge”?). The
loss of the Crown Point Bridge has
left commuters across the lake
spending an extra half-hour or
more on their daily commutes. All
summer the Route 125 bridge over
the Lemon Fair slowed traffic, and Golden-crowned Kinglet banded at Dead Creek Wildlife
photo by Henry Trombley
lesser bridge replacement projects Day 2010
also inconvenienced Addison County motorists. The upside of bridge repair, the resumption
of “normal” traffic flow, is taken for granted all too quickly.
Less visible, but equally important, are figurative bridges. One such bridge that has stood
for nine years is the one created between sportspeople and environmentalists at Dead Creek
Wildlife Day. Billed as a “celebration of the remarkable wildlife of the Champlain Valley”, Dead
Creek Wildlife Day consciously emphasizes the broad area of interest shared by hunters and
bird watchers, trappers and wildlife viewers, fishermen and other outdoor recreationists,
rather than the specific points on which these groups might disagree. Dead Creek Wildlife
Day builds a bridge of mutual agreement that the care of our natural resources is essential.
The events and presentations of Dead Creek Wildlife Day demonstrate the diversity and
uniqueness of the wild species and their habitats in the Champlain Valley and emphasize that
sustainable management and sharing of resources are essential to our quality of life.
OCAS recognizes David Sausville as the 2010 recipient of our Silver Feather award. David
is the manager of the Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area, and not coincidentally the Fish
and Wildlife Department employee most responsible for the success of Dead Creek Wildlife
Day. He does more than anyone to ensure a strong foundation for that figurative bridge that
is traveled by all wildlife enthusiasts regardless of our specific interests. Thank you from all of
us, Dave.

Making Buildings Bird Friendly

C

Upland Sandpiper
photo by Johnathan Nightingale

ongressman Mike Quigley of Illinois and
three cosponsors introduced the Federal
Bird-Safe Buildings Act, H.R.4797, in March
2010. The bill, which is cost-neutral, directs the
General Services Administration to incorporate
bird-safe materials and design features into
new public buildings and, where practicable,
on existing federal buildings. The bill was
referred to a subcommittee of the House of
Representatives, where it remains.
American Bird Conservancy President
George Fenwick noted: “Building collisions are
arguably the single greatest man-made killer
of birds. From three hundred million to one
billion birds or more die each year from colli-
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sions with glass on buildings—from skyscrapers to homes. While this legislation is limited
to federal buildings, it’s a very good start that
perhaps can lead to more widespread applications of bird-friendly designs elsewhere.”
The American Bird Conservancy is partnering with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
test a window film, opaque from the outside
but with good light transmission and visibility from the inside, on priority windows
at the National Conservation Training Center
Building in Shepherdstown WV. No bird collisions took place on treated windows after the
film was installed.

Christmas Bird Counts

T

his year around Christmas time birders will gather for one or more of
the four Addison County Christmas Bird Counts. Field teams meet
early in the morning and spend the entire day searching for birds within
a designated subsection of their count circle. Feeder watchers watch and
record what they see at their feeders. New participants are teamed with
more experienced birders who know their territories well. Field observers
over 18 years old pay a $5 fee to offset the cost of compiling and printing
the count.
Saturday, December 18th

Ferrisburgh Christmas Bird Count

Contact: Mike Winslow at 877-6586 or mikekira@myfairpoint.net

Saturday, December 18th

Mount Abe Christmas Bird Count

Contact: Randy Durand at 453-4370 or Durand@gmavt.net

Sunday, December 19th

Middlebury Christmas Bird Count

Contact Jim or Kris Andrews at 352-4734 or jandrews@middlebury.edu

Saturday, January 1st

Hinesburg Christmas Bird Count

Contact: Paul Wieczorek at 434-4216

Warden Sterling and Truffles

Get the Lead Out

Photo by David Dregallo

Search and Rescue Dog at
Dead Creek Wildlife Day
By David Dregallo

O

n October 2nd I started my community service
with OCAS by selling raffle tickets at Dead
Creek Wildlife Day. As I was selling tickets, I was
drawn to a nearby demonstration being put on by
Officer Rob Sterling and his dog, Ruffles. Ruffles
was the main focus of the show as she is a Search
and Rescue Dog, trained to find human scent and
gunpowder among other things.
While I was watching, Ruffles found a small firecracker in a meadow and also three children who
had volunteered to “get lost” by walking in a squiggly line in a nearby field.
Ruffles started his training at seven months at
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Center. Now Ruffles
is five and a half years old. He has found things
such as $4,500, a pair of pants sunk underwater, a
mentally-handicapped man who was missing, and
his master’s cell phone.
The money to pay for Ruffles’ food comes out of
Officer Sterling’s pocket. There is no burden to the
State whatsoever. Ruffles eats Aubuchon’s dog food.
A ranger with a German Shepherd would stand
out in this area where Black Labs are common. To
remain less conspicuous Officer Sterling chose a
Black Lab for his Search and Rescue Dog.
Note: David Dregallo is working with OCAS as his community service project at the Gailer School in Middlebury

S

everal conservation, hunting and veterinary groups filed a petition with
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on 3 August 2010 to ban
the use of lead in all hunting ammunition and fishing tackle. The American
Bird Conservancy (ABC), Center for Biological Diversity, Association of
Avian Veterinarians, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
and the hunters’ group Project Gutpile requested the ban. Ten to twenty
million birds and other animals are killed annually in the U.S. due to lead
poisoning. Although lead pellets were banned for hunting waterfowl in
1992 and lead sinkers were banned in Vermont in 2007, across the nation
lead has killed birds of 75 species, including eagles, ravens, loons and condors. George Fenwick, ABC president, noted: “hundreds of peer-reviewed
studies show continued lead poisoning of birds and other animals.” The
petitioning groups dispute the claim of the EPA that it lacks the authority
to regulate lead. The groups point to the Toxic Substances Control Act that
gives the EPA broad authority to regulate chemical substances that present
an unreasonable risk of injury to health or the environment. On November
4th the EPA rejected the request.

Cheerful Chickadees Cheer
Successful Seed Sale
By Seth Gibson

T

he Otter Creek Audubon/Middlebury Agway 2010 annual seed sale
was a great success. Orders came from 22 of our members to purchase
over 2600 pounds of birdseed. That’s over one and a quarter tons of seed
to feed our feathered friends and $143 to help with Otter Creek Audubon’s
programs.
The new system that Agway’s Scott and Jenn Jacobs worked out for us
made ordering much simpler. Since the seeds didn’t have to be picked up
on a single Saturday, it was also much easier for members to pick up their
seed orders.
Many thanks to all the folks at Agway for setting this up for us, and to
OCAS members for their participation.
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Up, Up and Away
By Barbara Brosnan

W

hile plants and animals struggle to
adapt to a warming climate,
some will have a chance at
survival because they can
move to higher altitudes.
However, consider the
situation of the residents
of tundra and mountain
peaks. There is no more
“up.” Changes in weather
patterns are already melting snow fields, permafrost and glaciers faster Sooty Grouse
Photo by Barbara Brosnan
than even the most concerned experts have predicted, and with these changes vital food
supplies will disappear and entire ecosystems will break down.
John Chamberlain and I spent some time this summer at the tops
of western mountains and mountain passes where we watched
Gray-crowned Rosy Finches plucking insects from edges of melt-

Nesting Bicknell’s Thrush on Mt. Mansfield
			

Photo by Steve Faccio, VT Center for Ecostudies

ing snow fields and Sooty Grouse (recently split from the
former Blue Grouse family) bringing their young to feed
on mountain top gooseberries and pea vines. Vermonters
are familiar, of course, with the Bicknell’s Thrush, our
own high elevation species, and concerned enough to send
observers into the field to document changes. While we
must accept that climates are always undergoing change,
we need to remain alert to the unintended consequences of our
own behaviors that only make environmental conditions worse—
worse for ourselves as well as worse for all these other lives that
have no escape.

Evening Grosbeak

T

he
Evening
Grosbeak
(Coccothraustes vespertinus) used to appear regularly on Addison
County Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs).
They were spotted on seven of the first
ten Middlebury Christmas Bird Counts
between 1989 and 1999. Numbers ranged
from 2 to 116 and averaged 39 birds when
they appeared. However, they’ve only
shown up twice in the last ten counts with
a total of three birds. Between 1967 and
1995 they were seen every year during the
Ferrisburgh Count, reaching a maximum
of 911 birds in 1980. But they haven’t been
spotted since 2001. (The Mt. Abe count,
with more mountainous habitat, has more
regularly recorded them in recent years.
Evening Grosbeaks have been spotted in
six of the last seven years with numbers of
birds ranging from 10 to 71.)

These large gregarious yellow finches
delight many a feeder watcher, so long as
one can afford the seed to feed them. They
are quite happy to indulge in sunflower
seeds when these are more readily available than clusters of box elder seeds,
their preferred staple food in
winter.
Evening grosbeaks are an irruptive species. This means they may descend from
their breeding grounds to the north and
west in large numbers when the food crop
is better in southerly areas. They have
been recorded as far south as Texas and
Louisiana.
Their major breeding grounds are
in coniferous and mixed forests across
Canada, western mountainous areas of the
U.S, and to a lesser extent the Northeast.
The Vermont Breeding Bird Atlas (200307) recorded evidence of breeding in
182 blocks (1/6 of a topographic quad)
and confirmed breeding in 59 blocks. In
Addison County they were observed only
in the Green Mountains.
Winter numbers began to decline in
the ‘80s; the most dramatic declines were
in Northeast and northern Great Lakes.
Three hypotheses have been proposed to

Otter Tracks
4

explain the decline. First, the birds may not
be moving as much due to warmer winter
temperatures to the north (where there
are fewer CBCs to track the populations).
Second, changes in forestry practices may
have reduced the availability of favored
winter foods. Third, population may be
stabilizing following colonization of the
northeastern woods. Evening Grosbeaks
were almost unheard of in the Northeast
until the late nineteenth century. Once
they arrived and began breeding the population may have become very high and is
settling now at a more sustainable level.
The name Evening Grosbeak is a bit
of a misnomer. One of the first people to
describe the species was a Major Delafield
in 1823. He noted, “Its mournful cry about
the hour of my encamping (which was at
sunset) had before attracted my attention,
but I could never get sight of the bird
but on this occasion… My inference was
then, and is now, that this bird dwells in
such dark retreats, and leaves them at the
approach of night.” However later observers have noted the bird certainly does sing
at other times of the day and tends to be
more active in the morning than in the
evening.

F ourth A nnual C abin F ever L ecture S eries

OCAS Calendar of Events
December 2010 – March 2011

S econd T hursdays

in J anuary –M arch

All events held downstairs at Ilsley Library,
75 Main Street, Middlebury.
Thursday, January 13, 2011, 7 pm
Kris and Jim’s Excellent Adventure: Sampling the Natural
History of Ngorongoro Crater, the Serengeti and Chole
Island of Tanzania – Kris and Jim Andrews, Vermont
Reptile and Amphibian Atlas.

Saturday, Dec 18
Ferrisburgh Christmas Bird
	Count: Call Mike Winslow at
877-6586 for details. See related
article.

Thursday, February 10, 2011, 7 pm
Loons of Lake Dunmore: Life on a Busy Lake
– Mike Korkuc, photographer and nature biographer,
and Sally Buteau, former Vermont Loon Biologist.

Saturday, Dec 18	Mt. Abe Christmas Bird Count:
Call Randy or Cathy Durand at
453-4370 for details. See related
article.

Thursday, March 10, 2011, 7 pm
The North Country Trail: Connecting the Green
Mountains to the Prairies – Josh Phillips, Executive
Director, Middlebury Area Land Trust.

Sunday, Dec 19	Middlebury Christmas Bird
	Count: Call Jim or Kris Andrews
at 352-4734 for details. See related
article.

Vermont’s Endangered Birds

Saturday, January 1	Hinesburg Christmas Bird
	Count: Call Paul Wieczorek
at 434-4216 for details. See related
article.

continued from page 6

0.9 fledglings per pair. Predation
by Great Horned Owls and
Black-crowned Night Herons
accounted for some chick
mortality, while a mink took
two adults that had been
banded here and 28 chicks.
A Forster’s Tern pair raised a
chick on Popasquash Island,
the first documented nesting Common Tern
Photo by Joby Joseph
of this species in Vermont.
Black Tern: Now nesting only at
several sites on Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge, a record
157 pairs nested. The Birds Specialist Group of the Endangered
Species Committee has recommended that the Vermont Fish
and Wildlife Department prepare a recovery plan for the species.
Bald Eagle: A banner year! Nine pairs attempted nesting and produced five chicks. Six nests were located along the Connecticut
River. No nesting has been attempted yet in the Dead Creek
area, where the successful fledgling release program took place
in 2004 and 2005. The released birds were fully adult this past
summer and should have attempted to breed, although there is
no assurance they would nest at Dead Creek.
Spruce Grouse: A capture and release program continued this
summer. A record 72 females and chicks were captured in Maine
and released in Victory Basin Wildlife Management Area over
a three-week period. No further birds will be released until the
program’s success can be determined.
Upland Sandpiper: The Vermont nesting population is thought
to have fallen to about five pairs in three locations, including one
near Dead Creek.

Friday thru Monday	Great Backyard Bird Count.
February 18-21, 2011
See upcoming article in February
2011 Otter Tracks.

M arsh , M eadow and G rassland
W ildlife W alks
A monthly joint OCAS-MALT event. We invite community
members to help us survey birds and other wildlife at Otter
View Park and Hurd Grassland. Meet at Otter View Park
parking area, Weybridge Street and Pulp Mill Bridge Road,
Middlebury.
Saturday, December 11, 8 – 10 am
Leaders: Warren King
Thursday, January 13, 8 – 10 am
Leader: Josh Phillips
Saturday, February 12, 8 – 10 am
Leader: Greg Borah
Thursday, March 10, 8 – 10 am
Leader: Gary Starr
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Status of Vermont’s Endangered Birds

V

ermont delisted the Common Loon, Peregrine Falcon and
Osprey in 2005. All three had met the required recovery plan
delisting population targets over an averaged five-year period.
The Vermont government continues to recognize its responsibility to provide for monitoring these populations for at least five
years, and periodically thereafter, although we can expect diminishing funding for monitoring in future years due to delisting.

Peregrine Falcon

Nest numbers increased in the Northeast Kingdom to 7. At
Sand Bar State Park three pairs took over nests of Great Blue
Herons. In future years monitoring will take place only on several wildlife management areas. Collaboration with the power
companies to maintain nest platforms will continue, however.
Common Tern: A record 225 pairs nested, producing at least 50
chicks, 0.7 fledglings per pair, which was lower than last year’s
cont. on page 5

Otter Creek Audubon Society
PO Box 938
Middlebury, VT 05753

Otter Tracks

Common Loon: A record 72 pairs attempted nesting, of which
57 pairs successfully produced 70 young through the end of
August, slightly below last year’s 74 young. Increasingly, territorial loon pairs have to deal with intrusion from other loons
attempting to establish territories. Two adult loons died in territorial battles, but most adults protected their chicks effectively.
Peregrine Falcon: A record 41 pairs established territories, of
which 31 pairs attempted nesting and 26 succeeded in producing 55 fledglings, fewer than last year’s 64 fledglings and 2008’s
59 fledglings. Peregrines attempted nesting at three new sites,
raising the total of attempted nest sites to 46. Prior to DDT and
the near-disastrous declines it caused, approximately 30 pairs
nested annually.
Osprey: As the Osprey population expands, funding constraints
mean the state Osprey biologist is able to monitor less of the
population. The technician who did much of last year’s fieldwork went unsalaried this year but continued to coordinate
monitoring as a volunteer. A total of 129 nests were discovered.

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
PAID
Middlebury, VT
Permit No. 15

